
Definition and Examples of Networks in our Presbytery and Beyond 
What are Mission Networks? 

Mission Networks are intentional learning communities in which individuals and 

congregations are connected with each other around a common mission interest or 

cause. People in mission networks gather in person at conferences or as local and 

regional groups and electronically (i.e. virtually, at the same time, e.g. real-time chats or 

asynchronously, e.g. online forums). They share experiences and wisdom, compare 

strategies, learn new ones, and coordinate their ministries in a given mission area so as 

to provide the healthiest and most effective ministry possible to the people they serve.  

Another way of saying this is that mission networks exist to make a collective impact in 

the name of Jesus Christ as opposed to an independent or disconnected one. Networks 

also provide a great way to meet new mission partners and to expand existing 

partnerships. Finally, because mission networks are learning communities, they often 

pool their resources to bring in experts and tools from the outside to provide resources 

they wouldn’t otherwise have available to them. Because of the multiplying effect that 

networks have on resources, our presbytery and denomination are deeply committed to 

investing in supporting mission networks. 

Mission networks gather around a limitless number of causes, to the end that the 

church might enhance its “proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind,” 

“promotion of social righteousness,” and “exhibition of the kingdom of God to the 

world” (three of “The Great Ends of the Church,” the Book of Order). For example, 

networks might form to address specific issues such as homelessness, poverty, or 

violence in our culture, e.g. Joining Hands Against Hunger of the PC (USA). Or they may 

focus on people with special needs such as the developmentally disabled, elderly, or 

immigrants. Or they may focus on countries or regions of the world such as India or 

South America. An example is the India Mission Network of the PC (USA). See 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/groups/ for PC (USA) mission networks. As you 

can see, the sky is truly the limit when it comes to the types of mission networks that 

are needed. The thing to remember is that your presbytery and denomination want to 

help connect you with others who have a similar passion or calling.  

Contact Tom Cramer at tcramer@losranchos.org if you need support for your mission 

network or if you’d like help beginning a new one. We’re better together. We truly are. 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/groups/


Definitions From: Flipping The Presbytery (Design Document), p. 14 

 

NETWORKS: Usually more informal and unstructured than partnerships. They are defined by a 

shared interest or affinity to a particular position, and held together more by common concern, 

objective, or relationship than by organization. 

 

PARTNERSHIPS: Two or more groups, organizations, or parties forging a relationship for 

mutual benefit and mission. They might be formal or informal, simple or complex, involve many 

people or a few. 

Source: The Odyssey Report: Flipping the Presbytery from “The Meeting to The Mission” or 

Presbytery 2.0. http://www.losranchos.org/wp-content/uploads/Odyssey-Report.pdf 

http://www.losranchos.org/wp-content/uploads/Odyssey-Report.pdf

