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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 

SUMMER CONFERENCE 

 

Lenses and Mirrors 
 

“Now we see a reflection in a mirror, then we will see face to face.  Now I know partially, but I will know 

completely in the same way I have been completely known.”  I Corinthians 13:12 (CEB)) 

 

July 15-17, 2016 

Chapman University, Orange, CA 
 

The Reverend Judy Siker 
Author of 2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study 

 

The Reverend Eugenia Gamble 
Author, Retreat Leader, Spiritual Director 

 

COST:  $235 Full Time (2 nights and 6 meals)  
  (rooms are double occupancy; add $50 for a single room {limited availability}) 

  $130 Full-time Commuter (with 4 meals) 

  $65 One-Day Commuter (with 2 meals) 
  (Meals for commuters include lunch and dinner) 
 

Registration Deadline: June 30, 2016.  Be an Early Bird and get your registration in by  

June 15, 2016, and your name will be put in for a Drawing for a quilt made by Marilyn Johnson. 
No refunds after deadline.  You may send a substitute. 
 

PWS Scholarships are available.  Applications should be received through your PWP Moderators. 
 

Mail registration to: 

Karen Dwight, 1439 Campus Avenue, Redlands, CA 92374  
 

Information regarding directions to Chapman University, check-in procedures, and what to bring will be 

e-mailed to registrants who have an email address or snail-mailed to those who do not about 10 days 

before the conference begins. 
 

Conference Staff 
 Dean:  Hagar Benitez – (626) 281-9267 or losbenitez@charter.net 

 Registrar: Karen Dwight – (909) 794-2386 or ldwight@roadrunner.com 
 

ACCOMODATIONS: 
Lodging is in the Sandhu Resident Hall, 571 Grand Street.  All conference activities will be in Argyros 

Forum.  Due to Sandhu Cafeteria renovations, breakfasts and dinners will be in Sandhu Conference 

Center Ballroom, Rooms D and D1.  Lunches will be Box Lunches served in Argyros Forum.  Overnight 

lodging is in a dormitory, 2 people to a room with a private bath.  A limited number of single rooms are 

available for an additional fee. 
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Saturday, 10:30 am – 11:45 am 
 

A1 Horizons Bible Study 2016-17--Who is Jesus? Jeanne Hatfield  
          Are you ready to look through the lens to discover “Who is Jesus?”   We will explore the themes of the study, 

and discover together the many tools that will help you on this journey for knowledge.  We will cover 
recourses, creative methods, group building experiences, creating a worship center for your circle, and how 
to use the leader’s guide effectively.   

      
A2 Soul Cards   Christa Wallis 
             Our prayers, difficulties, blessings, concerns and life desires are hard to describe just in words. This 

workshop incorporates the realms of the visual, emotional, spiritual and inner self.  Soul Card collage is a 
way to express our heart’s desires and to reflect Christ’s desires for us into a visual montage with images.  
Notes: please bring scissors and spare magazines to this workshop. 

          

A3 Reclaiming Ourselves:  Seeing, Naming, and Communing as the  
 Creation of the Imago Dei Dr. Anita Coleman 
  The goal of this workshop is to help us reclaim our identity: Diverse creatures, humanity made in the image 

of God. Going deeper into the deathly trap of racial perception we will uncover the racist stereotypes and 
codes present in our faith and life.  We will play games, find new anti-racist, more “just” language, and be 
Spirit-led to discover an imago dei form of communication grounded in the Christian imagination and 
magnified by individual and collective reflections of the love of Jesus. 

 

A4  Reflecting Jesus by Developing Compassion in our Lives 
  Reverend Dr.  Gail Stearns 
         In this workshop, we will look at passages that offer us a clue as to how Jesus reflects the true “Presence” of 

God throughout his life.  We will discuss how we might be more mindful and present and reflect Jesus as 
“Presence,” and how we might develop deeper compassion for people in our lives, as well as compassion 
for ourselves. 

          
A5 Looking Into the Clouded Mirror of Grief  Reverend Rosie Kwak 
       In the counseling office a sign read, “Suffering is inevitable but misery is optional.”  Suffering which usually 

involves some type of loss is part of the fabric of life.  We lose things in big and small ways.  Along with loss 
we experience grief.  “Grief is the normal and natural reaction to any kind of loss.” (The Grief Recovery 
Method Handbook) How do we walk through grief without being tethered to misery? There are intentional 
steps we can take.  This information is beneficial for ourselves as well as those we love.  This workshop 
hopefully sheds God’s light on the topic of grief. 

 

A6 The Mirror of Us:  The Refugee From the Northern Triangle of  
 Central America Reverend Alexia Salvatierra 
         This workshop will describe one of the greatest injustices of our time: US deportation and border police that 

create and perpetuate untenable violence in Central America and then refuse to protect women and children 
fleeing from it.  We will explore the history and severity of this crisis, the complexities of immigrants seeking 
status, and the faith community’s growing response that includes the birth of a new sanctuary movement 
here in Los Angeles. 

  

 
Saturday, 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

B1 One of God’s Original Gifts—Drumming  Sandy Wooldridge           
        The beating of drums has been a part of every culture of the world throughout history and has been a part of 

human existence since the very creation of man. God created us with his own special gift of an internal 
drum.  He gave us a beating heart.  Our heart beat is God’s gift of an unceasing internal drum that provides 
life, comfort and security. God created all of us in his image.  Come to the drum circle and explore the 
wonders and gifts that God has placed in all of us as a reflection of himself.   

 
 
 

WORKSHOPS 
(Indicate your Workshop choice on the Registration Form) 
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B2 Seeing Ourselves, Seeing Each Other: 
 Christians and Muslims Reflecting God in Each Other              Lori Margaret 
         Do we view others the way we ourselves wish to be seen?  Are we aware of the common ground we share 

as people of faith, as women, and as spiritual allies for each other in this complex world? Do we, as 
Christians, reflect the love of God when interacting with people of other faiths? This workshop will cover the 
basic of Islam, the status of women in the faith, and the power of interfaith collaboration in building 
relationships and countering the rising scourge of Islamophobia in our neighborhoods and in our country. 

 

B3 Reflecting Jesus by Developing Compassion in our Lives  Rev. Dr.  Gail Stearns 
      See A4. 

 

B4 Looking Into the Clouded Mirror of Grief    Reverend Rosie Kwak 
  See A5.        

     
B5 Reflection on How to Visit Those in Prison  Suzanne Darweesh  
         Suzanne Darweesh has been visiting women in prison for almost 10 years at the CA Institute for Women 

outside Ino/Carona.  Recently she started visiting the undocumented in the Santa Ana City Jail. She is eager 
to share her experiences with you and hopes you will also want to visit people in prison. 

     

FORUM I 
Building an Inclusive Caring Community: 

Unveiling Perception and the Christian 

Identity 

Dr. Anita Coleman 

Forum II 

Islam and Current Issues 
 

Dr. Jihad Turk 
Christian Muslim Consultitive Group 

 
 

WHO’S WHO: 

The Reverend Judy Siker author of the 2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens 

Makes, teaches New Testament at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA. She is a teaching elder in the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and can be found preaching, teaching, and leading spiritual retreats for churches 

throughout California.  Her current teaching responsibilities include classes in New Testament; Christian origins; 

and psychology, spirituality; and transformation.  

 

The Reverend Eugenia Gamble is the pastor of Nipomo Community Presbyterian.  She was ordained in 1984.  She 

has served pastorates in Alabama, Colorado and California.  Her writings as appeared in Horizons, Presbyterian 

Today, Women at the Well, Call to Worship, Presbyterian Outlook, Vanguard, Spirit and other periodicals.  Her 

books have been published by the General Assembly and Bridge Resources. 

              
 

SCHEDULE 
Friday, July 15      Saturday, July 16 
  9:30 AM Begin check-in for full-time     7:30 AM Breakfast 
  Participants – Sandhu Residence    8:00 AM Commuter Check-in - Argyros 
 11:00 AM Commuter Check-in  Argyros 2

nd
 floor       8:45 AM PLENARY III   

 11:30 AM Lunch          10:00 AM El Mercado open   
   1:00 PM PLENARY I     10:30 AM MORNING WORKSHOPS 
   2:20 PM FORUM I     12:00 PM Lunch 
   4:00 PM FORUM II        1:00 PM PLENARY IV 
   5:30 PM Dinner        3:00 PM AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 
   7:00 PM PLENARY II       4:45 PM Free Time 
   9:00 PM Refreshments and Fellowship     5:30 PM Dinner 
   7:00 PM PLENARY V       7:00 PM BUSINESS MEETING 
          8:00 PM Evening Entertainment 
Sunday, July 17 
  7:30 AM Breakfast 
  8:30 AM Pack-up and clear Hall and Argyros Forum 
  9:30 AM Worship and Communion in Chapel   
 11:00 AM Adjourn 
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PWS Summer Conference Registration and Volunteer Form 

(Please PRINT CLEARLY) 
 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _______________________________ State ________ Zip _______ Phone_____________ 
  
Church __________________________________ Presbytery ____________________________ 
 

E-Mail _______________________________________________________________________ 

(With E-mail address, Dean’s Letter will be sent electronically, otherwise, through snail mail.) 
 

Please indicate your registration choice, Workshop selection and Box Lunch Choices below.  Registration 

is due by June 30, 2016.   Early Bird deadline June 15, 2016. 
 

Full Time - $235 _________ (Check here ______ and add $50 for single room) 
 

Commuter full-time - $130 ____ Commuter one-day - $65 ___ (Circle Friday or Saturday) 
 

If you are on a Special Diet, the Cafeteria is willing to accommodate, however, they need to know before 

Conference.  Indicate Special Diet _______________________________ 
 

Box Lunch includes: a wrap sandwich, piece of whole fruit, bag of chips, cookie and bottled water. 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ______________________________ Make check payable to PWS. 
 

If you need transportation from Sandhu Hall to Argyros Forum, please check.  _______ 
 

SATURDAY WORKSHOP CHOICES: (see descriptions on page 2 and 3) 
 

A ______ (1
st
 Choice)   A _______ (2

nd
 Choice)         B _______ (1

st
 Choice)   B_______ (2

nd
 Choice) 

 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
 

Emergency Contact: _______________________________ Contact’s Phone _______________________ 
 

Other special needs – explain _____________________________________________________________ 
 

ROOMMATE REQUESTED: Name _____________________________________________________ 

     (A Roommate will be assigned if request not given) 
 

Mail this entire page (keep a copy for your records) and your check, payable to PWS, to: 
 

Karen Dwight, 1439 Campus Avenue, Redlands, CA 92374 
 

 

If you are willing to be a volunteer, please fill out the information below: 

 

Name ___________________________________________ Phone ______________________________ 
 

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I am willing to: 
 

________ Work a shift in the Mercado   ________ Miscellaneous (use me as needed) 

           

________ Communion Server – Elder or Deacon   


